
JAMAICA - STOP THE
DEADLY  VICIOUS
CIRCLE OF VIOLENCE
Dear Prime Minister Golding, 

In the  election manifesto you declared that “making the nation safe and secure is our most urgent 
priority”. You promised to implement several measures that could have an impact on the high levels of 
police killings and impunity, including pledges to create an independent investigative body and a special 
prosecutor for abuses by police. We appreciate that your government has already started to fulfil some 
of those election promises by introducing new pieces of legislation on an investigative body to 
investigate police abuses and special coroners to investigate extrajudicial executions.

But still, Jamaica has one of the highest rates of violent crime in the world. The Jamaican police, whose 
motto is “to serve and protect” have long contributed to that violence by being responsible for one of the 
highest rates of killings by police in the world. 
Caught between criminal gangs and violent policing methods, especially poor and underpriviliged people 
are denied access to effective state protection of their rights to life and security.

THEREFORE WE ASK FOR
• the immediate reduction of homicides and police killings in inner-cities; 
• the  immediate  reduction  of  lethal  violence  and  excessive  use  of  force  by  the  Jamaican 

Constibulary Force (JCF);
• reforms to the JCF to create a police force that is representative, responsive and accountable to 

all the community and respect and protect human rights;

Yours sincerely,
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Please send this petition to the adress below before 3/1/2009.  You can sign online and download further 
lists: www.amnesty-caribbean.org. Amnesty International will forward all signatures to the Jamaican 
Prime-Minister Bruce Golding.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
Kogruppe englischsprachige Karibik und Surinam
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E: jamaica@amnesty-caribbean.org . W: www.amnesty-caribbean.org
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